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any substitute stronger than such pure liquids
as graced the feasts of the first inhabitants of
the world.

The Nautch-women in the apartments of the
gentlemen, and the Domenie in the zeenahnahs
are in great request on this day of festivity, in
every house where the pleasures and the follies
of this world are not banished by hearts devoted
solely to the service of God. "The Nautch"
has been so often described that it would here
be superfluous to add to the description, feeling
as I do an utter dislike both to the amusement
and the performers. The nautchunies are en-
tirely excluded from the female apartments of
the better sort of people; no respectable Mus-
sulmaun would allow these imprudent women
to perform before their wives and daughters.

But I must speak of the Domenie, who are
the singers and dancers admitted within the
pale of zeenahnah life; these, on the contrary,
are women of good character, and their songs
are of the most chaste description, chiefly in
the Hindoostaunie tongue. They are instructed
in Native music and play on the instruments in
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